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THE GREAT LAKES: A REPORT CARD
Introduction - Jon Groetzinger, Jr.t
It is nice to see so many people after a good meal like that, and what a
great way to spend a Saturday night with Henry King.
We have a very interesting panel and topic that is probably near and dear
to most of us who live on one of the Great Lakes: a report card. What could
be more appropriate after our turf meal to talk about surf - everything from
sea lampreys to algae blooms to walleye.
In preparing for this speech, I went down to Lake Erie the other night
with an old friend. We had dinner at the Watermark Restaurant, which is at
the mouth of the Cuyahoga, the crooked river, as it runs into Lake Erie.
After having our "Crooked River" beer, we went out to the river and stood
over it a while. My friend said, "Is this not the one that caught fire?" I said,
yes, that did happen a couple years ago.1 And, I said, believe it or not, there
are actually inhabitants in that river now, and it's reasonably clean. Then, as
if on cue, the water rippled, and out jumped this gorgeous silverfish to prove
the point.
So I think the report card on at least the tributaries to the lake has
improved substantially on our end. However, I think we still have quite a
ways to go.
The title of this panel is "The Great Lakes: A Report Card," and we are
privileged to have with us two speakers whose report cards probably had a
4.3 GPA; and, in addition, they have a lot of advanced placement courses on
their report card.
Mike Donahue is President and CEO of the Great Lakes Commission, a
binational agency serving the Great Lakes states and provinces in the area of
policy research, development, advocacy, and a whole range of environmental
programs, including both protection and economic development issues. He
has been there since 1987, and his responsibilities have included strategic
planning, program development and oversight, intergovernmental relations
Senior Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary, American Greetings Corporation,
Cleveland, Ohio.
Actually, the Cuyahoga River caught fire at least three other times before the infamous
1961 fire that caught international attention. In fact, the 1961 blaze was comparatively minor;
the blazes of June 1949, March 1951 and November 1952 were far more severe and caused
substantially more property damage. See Fires on the Cuyahoga River, at http://web.ulib.
csuohio.edu/SpecColl/croe/accfire.html.
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and administration. He is also an adjunct professor at the School of Natural
Resources and Environment at the University of Michigan and a lecturer of
law at the University of Toledo Law School. Donahue is also the U.S.
Chairman of the International Joint Commission's Science Advisory Board
and a member of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Advisory Board, and a
member of the Michigan's Sea Grant Advisory Board. He is a board
member of more than a dozen agencies, regional and otherwise
organizational. He has authored over a 150 papers and has published a book.
He is also the winner of the Great Lake's Commission Outstanding Service
Award, and we are glad to have him as a speaker tonight.
John Mills has been the Regional Director General of Ontario for
Environment Canada since 1993. He is responsible for the delivery of all of
Environmental Canada's programs in Ontario, which, as we were discussing
at dinner, encompasses a broad and interesting array of programs. He is past
Chair of the Ontario Federal Council, and was involved in the transition of
that group from information sharing to the delivery of government services
and programs. Interestingly, he began in 1968 as a weather forecaster, but,
since 1978, has held a number of management positions, including, most
notably, Director General of Weather Services.
The order we have chosen is the following. John will start by addressing
the magnitude of the issues, the successes we have had in dealing with the
Great Lakes, the national grievance procedures and mechanisms and
emerging challenges that are ongoing. Then, Michael will play off the report
card idea, explaining what we need to do before we can even render a grade
in terms of deciding the assumptions we make and baseline conditions we
must meet in assigning the grade.
So, first, I call on John Mills.
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